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GO-BIZ JOINED BY CONGRESSWOMAN CAPPS AND 

SENATOR JACKSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS WORKSHOP 

 Santa Barbara Small Business Owners Discuss Healthcare and GO-Biz Services 
 
Santa Barbara, CA – The Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development (GO-Biz) today hosted a working lunch for small business owners in 
the Santa Barbara area and provided information on federal healthcare compliance 
and state resources to help grow businesses. Over 90 local small business owners 
attended the event held at Santa Barbara City College.  
 
“This event is an opportunity to engage small business owners in a dialogue and 
give them more resources to operate their business,” said GO-Biz Small Business 
Advocate, Barbara A. Vohryzek. “GO-Biz is holding these workshops across the 
state and Santa Barbara is a critical stop because it comprises a diverse mix of 
small businesses supporting the local economy.”  
 
 Vohryzek was joined by California Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson (D-Santa 
Barbara) and U.S. Congresswoman Lois Capps (D-Santa Barbara).   
 
“This is an extremely timely issue for our communities and businesses right now, 
and I’m glad my constituents will have the opportunity to get important 
information from a valued expert first-hand,” said Senator Jackson. 
 
“California is leading the way in implementing the Affordable Care Act,” said 
Congresswoman Capps. “While millions of Californians are already benefitting 
from the benefits that have already gone into effect like free preventive services 
and a ban on annual and lifetime coverage limits, there is more to be done in 
making sure that small businesses and families who purchase their insurance on 
the individual market have access to a range of health care plans and can pick the 
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plan that is best for them.  I’m looking forward to working with our state officials 
and Covered California to spread the word about the new online marketplace so 
that all Central Coast residents have the information they need to guarantee their 
health coverage.”  
 
Other presenters included Janice Rocco, the Deputy Commissioner overseeing 
Health Policy and Reform at the California Department of Insurance, who explained 
how the President’s Affordable Care Act will affect small businesses in California.  
 
The Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) serves as 
California’s single point of contact for economic development and job creation efforts. 
GO-Biz offers a range of services to business owners including: attraction, retention 
and expansion services, site selection, permit streamlining, clearing of regulatory 
hurdles, small business assistance, international trade development, assistance with 
state government, and much more. For more information visit: www.business.ca.gov.  
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